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Melding two passions
ongboard

to create this Lo

ouwon’tﬁndapewmavme—
Y vard, much less on the ocean
floor, but Oded Shakked isn’t
one for formalities. Shakked still
refers to both — the vineyard and
the ocean — as his church, a place
of reverence.

“Surfing and-winemaking are
very similar,” Shakked explained.
“You have to surrender to some-
_thing that’s bigger than you are.

- Control is anillusion.”
The winemaker, who made beace
w1th Mother Nature long ago, is.

Oded Shakked

tonedfrmt grapefruit and lime —
with a kiss of vanilla. It's light on its
feet with great minerality. :

“We are absolutely trying, since
2005, to define our own styleas a
three-legged balance between Cali-
fornia, Sancerre and New Zealand
styles,” he said.

BommIsrae].,Si:ékked 58,speaks'

five languages: Hebrew, English,
French, Spanish and a little German.
- “After getting the wine bugin
- France, Spain and Portugal, it was
the first time I took a look at the
UC Davis syllabus for the Bachelor
of Science degree in fermentation
science,” he said. “T was hooked.”
Shakked came to California to
pursue winemaking in the mid-1980s
and studied at UC Davis, graduating -
in 1988, A decade later he launched
his hobby wine brand, Longboard
Vineyards. The brand grew, and

Shakked left the corporate winemak-

. ingwuﬂdmzmstofocusent:relyon
his private label. ‘
Celebrating his two passions,
Shakked has created a following
among wine-loving surfers at his
Healdsburg tastirig room.
“When you are surfing, you are
using the waves as energy, translat-
ing your own dance on the waves.,”

helabid. “Différest siddeswill danos:

differently on the same wave.”
Shakked said the sameistrueof
wine. “Winemakers are translating

. the vineyard and the growing season

with a dance on your palate,” he said.
‘Vﬁnelpalce:smﬂxﬂ;esa}ngmm

While passionate about wine,
Shakked is an unfussy winemaker
who doesn’t understand the cult
winemaker culture, r :

“Can you name the wmemaker

of Chateau Lafite?” he asked. “Dom

Pérignon? I try not to be Jaded, but
it's just wine.”
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' Shalkked is so down-to-earth

he refers to himself asa “vinegar
stopper,” alluding to wine’s natural

% progression mﬂessmt&rrupmdby

the good intentions of

That said, Shakked loves playing a
role in enriching America’s foac?an.d
wine culture. -

‘I'm proud Tm helping rdine the
food and wine palate,” Shakked said.
“People used to order steal well
done with A.1. Sauce. Nawpeople are

eating sushi,”

Wine writer: Peg Meln_ik can be
reached at 707-521-53100r peg.
melnik@pressdemocrat.com.
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